English 9 Syllabus

Ms Shimon

2012-2013 school year

Welcome!  I am anticipating a great year together!  Communication is key, so don’t hesitate to contact me with any questions or concerns that may arise.
Class Description:  This introductory, year-long English class is required for all 9th grade students.  This course will cover the following literature genres: short stories, epics, nonfiction, drama, novels, and poetry.  The following writing genres will also be covered: narrative, expository, descriptive and technical.  A research project will be included, as will public speaking, vocabulary, and grammar practice.  All topics covered will align with the Colorado Student Assessment Program for 9th grade English learners.

Daily-Required Materials:  A spiral notebook or a 3 ring binder with loose-leaf paper; pen (blue or black) or pencil; textbook or novel (provided).  
Novels: We will be reading a novel/play each quarter.  Possible choices include: Night, To Kill a Mockingbird, Lord of the Flies, Fahrenheit 451, The Hunger Games, The Old Man and the Sea, Animal Farm, The Alchemist, Romeo and Juliet, and Hamlet. 

Classroom Rules:  All school rules will be enforced.  The goal is to provide a classroom atmosphere that is safe and conducive to learning for all 9th grade English students. 

Grades:  I use a total point system, rather than weighted grades. The scale will be 90,80,70,60 and there will be no rounding up; however, extra credit is always available.  All assignments and tests will have due dates, which will be posted both in the classroom and on my website.  Make-up work and redo work shall be done outside class, with new due dates assigned.  I am available during access or after school for extra help or for make-up tests.

Contact Information:  Students and parents may contact me in the following ways:  


E-mail 


bshimon@jeffco.k12.co.us
School Voice Mail
 303-982-5140 or call the main office at 303-982-5140 
Written note
delivered by student or dropped off in main office to be put in teacher mailbox

In-person
by appointment

